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SUMMARY 

 

Appropriations for FY2001: District of 
Columbia 
Appropriations are one part of a complex federal budget process that includes budget resolutions, 

appropriations (regular, supplemental, and continuing) bills, rescissions, and budget 

reconciliation bills. The process begins with the President’s budget request and is bounded by the 

rules of the House and Senate, the Congressional Budget and Impoundment Control Act of 1974 

(as amended), the Budget Enforcement Act of 1990, and current program authorizations. 

This report is a guide to one of the 13 regular appropriations bills that Congress considers each 

year. It is designed to supplement the information provided by the House and Senate Appropriations Subcommittees on the 

District of Columbia Appropriations. It summarizes the current legislative status of the bill, its scope, major issues, funding 

levels, and related legislative activity. The report lists related CRS products. 

This report is updated as soon as possible after major legislative developments, especially following legislative action in the 

committees and on the floor of the House and Senate. 

NOTE:  A Web version of this document with active links is available to congressional staff at 

http://www.loc.gov/crs/products/apppage.html 

On February 7, 2000, President Clinton submitted his budget recommendations for FY2001. The Administration’s proposed 

budget includes $ 445 million in federal payments and assistance to the District of Columbia. On March 13, 2000, D.C. 

Mayor Anthony Williams submitted his proposed budget for FY2001. The proposed budget included $4.7 billion in general 

fund expenditures and $695 million in enterprise funds. The District of Columbia Financial Responsibility and Management 

Assistance Authority (Authority), on June 7, 2000, approved a budget compromise reached by the city council and the mayor, 

which includes $137 million more in funding for public education than appropriated for FY2000, and $47 million more than 

requested by the mayor. In addition, the city’s budget appropriates $214.6 million for economic development, which is $24 

million more than appropriated in FY2000, and $197.8 million for governmental support activities, which is $62.0 million 

more than appropriated in FY2000. 

The District budget, which must be approved by Congress, requests $445 million in special federal payments. On September 

27, 2000, the Senate completed action on its version of the District’s Appropriations Act for FY2001, H.R. 4942 (previously 

S. 3041), which includes $445 million in special federal payments. On September 14, 2000, the House passed its version of 

the District’s appropriation bill, H.R. 4942, which includes $414 million in special federal payments to the District. On 

October 26, 2000, the House approved a conference version of H.R. 4942, which included appropriations for the Departments 

of Commerce, Justice, and State. The conference bill includes $448 million in special payments to the District. 

Earlier this year District residents approved by referendum an amendment to the District’s home rule charter that restructures 

the city’s Board of Education. The charter amendment reconfigures the school board from an 11 member panel with eight 

members elected by ward and 3 at-large to a board comprising five elected members and four members appointed by the 

mayor. The referendum, which was approved by voters on June 27, 2000, will give the mayor greater influence over 

education policy, funding, and resource allocation through his appointed members on the Board of Education. It also means 

the mayor assumes greater accountability for the state of the city’s public schools. 

In addition, the council must complete its work on revising sentencing guidelines governing convicted felons as mandated by 

the National Capital Revitalization Act of 1997, P.L. 105-33. The 1997 Act transferred to the federal government funding 

responsibility for criminal justice activities. These activities account for $244.9 million (55%) of the total $445 million in 

requested special federal payments. This report will be updated to reflect the latest action affecting the District’s FY2001 

appropriations. 
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Disclaimer 

This document was prepared by the Congressional Research Service (CRS). CRS serves as nonpartisan 

shared staff to congressional committees and Members of Congress. It operates solely at the behest of and 

under the direction of Congress. Information in a CRS Report should not be relied upon for purposes other 

than public understanding of information that has been provided by CRS to Members of Congress in 

connection with CRS’s institutional role. CRS Reports, as a work of the United States Government, are not 

subject to copyright protection in the United States. Any CRS Report may be reproduced and distributed in 

its entirety without permission from CRS. However, as a CRS Report may include copyrighted images or 

material from a third party, you may need to obtain the permission of the copyright holder if you wish to 

copy or otherwise use copyrighted material. 
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